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MEDIA RELEASE 

Get rid of your junk and save the world - without leaving home!

Do you need a Barlby High school uniform? Are you looking for an 8mm cine projector? How about a Freeview box? Or maybe you need an Ikea single bed? Or a flat screen computer monitor?
These are just some of the items that have been offered for free on the Selby Freecycle website since the start of this year. Freecycle is an online network of people who give and get items for free - it’s all about re-use and keeping things out of landfill sites. 

Selby’s Freecycle group is a registered charity and consists of more than 3,300 members. It is supported by Selby District Council as part of its efforts to encourage residents to reduce, re-use and recycle their waste as well as limit their carbon footprint. 

And in Selby over the last month there were hundreds of messages posted on the site offering items that might otherwise have been sent to landfill. Instead these have been saved and passed on to a good, new home.

Local coordinator Nikki Balfour said, “Freecycle is not just for individuals – voluntary and community groups can also become members. Sometimes a playgroup is looking for extra toys or a community group might need chair for an event they are holding.

“All sorts of unwanted items can be given to someone who is local and you have the chance to find the perfect item you want for free. It really is very simple to register and easy to do.
“Freecycle is growing all the time. We currently have 3,327 members but it grows weekly, there are currently over 6 million members worldwide and we've had 29 new members join us in the last seven days,” she added.

Chair of Selby District Council’s Environment Board, Cllr Chris Metcalfe, praised the support local people have demonstrated for the website, and said, “More reuse has many benefits for everyone – both environmental and financial.  Councils are charged increasing amounts to dump waste in the ground, so more reuse and recycling means we’re using your money more effectively.”

Visit www.freecycle.org for more information or access the site via Selby District Council’s own website www.selby.gov.uk. 

For further information please contact Julie Walden
(01757) 292087

mjames@selby.gov.uk
Notes to Editors:

A key priority for Selby District Council is valuing our environment and reducing our carbon footprint, supporting the long term strategic theme of protecting the environment.
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For more information on Selby District Council – visit our website www.selby.gov.uk 
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